The Man Who Would Be First

3 John 9-11
Introduction:
I. What Diotrephes Was Doing - 9

A. His Character

1. He was a self-promoter

That is pride, the sin of the Devil – 

I Timothy 3:6
“lest being puffed up with pride he fall into the same condemnation as the devil”.
2. He was insubordinate

Isaiah 14:13
“I will exalt my throne above the stars of God…”
3. He was slanderous

Genesis 3:3-5

“…for God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as God, knowing good and evil”. 

4. He was vindictive
Revelation 17 

“Then the dragon became furious with the woman and went off to make war on the rest of her offspring…”
B. His Office

1. He was not a pastor
That office was unknown in the early church.
Pastor was a gift, not an office.
2. He was not a “bishop” as some are named “bishop” today.

There was one office with three functions:
· Bishop – overseer ἐπισκόπους
· Pastor – shepherd - ποιμαίνειν
· Elder – teacher- πρεσβυτέρους
Acts 20:17
“And from Miletus he sent to Ephesus, and called the elders of the church.

Paul called for the elders πρεσβυτέρους (rulers and teachers) of the church.
When they got there, he called them Overseers,
Acts 20:28
“Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over which the Holy Spirit hath made you overseers, Bishops (ἐπισκόπους).
And told them to pastor the Church to feed (and care for) i.e. to pastor the church of God.
In Titus 1:5 Paul says:
“For this reason I left you in Crete, that you should ﻿﻿set in order the things that are lacking, and appoint elders in every city as I commanded you— ﻿if a man is blameless, the husband of one wife, ﻿﻿having faithful children not accused of ﻿﻿dissipation or insubordination. ﻿For a ﻿﻿bishop must be blameless, as a steward of God… 

3. He was probably an elder

But, he was one of many.

They are always referred to in the plural - Acts 14:23; 15:2; 16:4; 20:17; Philippians 1:1.
C. His Actions

1. He put himself first -φιλοπρωτεύων
He loved being first - He became a self-appointed leader.
Apparently the other elders allowed him to do this.

2. He did not acknowledge proper authority.

God gave order in every area.

Family – Ephesians 5-6
Government – Romans 13: 1
Church – Elders are to rule the church.
In the early church – apostles were above the elders.
Later – elder rule.

Diotrephes refuse to accept that order.
3. He spoke nonsense – “φλυαρῶν” - 
“Bringing false and foolish accusations”
In 1 Timothy 5:13 the noun form is translated “gossips”.
He used innuendos and gossip to spread false charges.

Maybe like: The apostles are getting too old.

These messengers had fooled the apostles, but they don’t fool me!
Remember the Corinthians made fun of Paul’s appearance and public speaking.
4. He refused to receive the brothers.

John sent messengers to evangelize in the region and to teach in the church.

Diotrephes refused to help them. Or allow them in the church.
5. He forbid those who would.

He was not satisfied with that; he refused to allow others to help.

Apparently he didn’t scare Gaius.

6. He put them out of the church.

Apparently there was some kind of church role, or he physically kept them away.
II. What John Will Do - 10
A. The Prerogatives

The apostles had the right to censure anyone in the churches. They stood in Christ’s place. 

There are no apostles and prophets today!
Those gifts were foundational. They are not given every generation.

Ephesians 2:20

“Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints, and of the household of God; And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone…”
John will “bring up what he is doing”
B. The Precedence

Exercise of apostolic authority in Jerusalem - Acts 15
· Peter gave testimony

· Paul and Barnabas gave testimony
· Then James gave the decision.
· Paul’s exercised of authority.
Paul delivered one man to Satan - 

I Corinthians 5:3-5
“For I verily, as absent in body, but present in spirit, have judged﻿﻿ already, as though I were present, concerning him that hath so done this deed, In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when ye are gathered together, and my spirit, with the power of our Lord Jesus Christ, To deliver such an one unto Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus 

III. What Gaius and Others Should Do - 11

A. What They Are To Do 

1. Do not imitate evil.
There were 2 examples in the church for Gaius to imitate - Diotrephes and Demetrius. 

Don’t imitate Diotrephes, he is evil.
Questions:

Was he a believer?
Was it possible for Gaius to imitate him?

Then it is possible for a believer to do those things.
2. Do imitate good.
Imitate Demetrius, he is good.
Doing the good is not automatic. 

It is obvious that Gaius, and we, could go either way. If not, why the exhortation?
B. Why They Are To Do It
1. He who does good is of God.
“Of God” carries the idea that “he has his source in God.” 

Doing the good has its source in God and the one who does the good has his source in God
2. He who does evil has not seen God.

Sin is always an act of spiritual ignorance and darkness. 

The sinner acts sinfully because he has lost sight of God.

Note: He does not say that he has never seen God, but that at the time of the sin he has not seen God.

If a student says, “I have not done my homework.” He is not saying, “I have never done my homework”. He simply means that the homework in question has not been completed.

In the time in question, this man sinned and in that time-frame, he has not seen God.

He did not go to God and ask if he should do that act. He acted out of his own desires or the desires of the Devil.

He did not go to the Word to see if this action was according to the Word.

If he had obeyed the Word he would not have sinned – 
Psalm 119:11

“Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee”
It is true that: the Book will keep you from sin.

But, it is also true that: Sin will keep you from the Book.

You will sin because you have not looked to God before you made your decision to sin - i.e. you have not seen God.
Conclusion:

Diotrephes forgot God.
John had to fight for God.

Gaius (and we have) to follow the one who is following God.
